
Support Vancouver’s Moratorium on Polluting, Large-Scale Fossil Fuel Facilities 
 
In June, the Vancouver City Council unanimously passed a temporary moratorium on the 
“acceptance, processing, and granting of applications for permits for establishment of new, or 
expansion of existing, large-scale fossil fuel facilities.” The policy specifically focuses on very 
large coal, oil, and fracked gas facilities while exempting local distribution facilities like local gas 
stations.  
 
We need your help to make sure that the City Council knows that they have broad 
community support for extending the moratorium for a full six months to protect a 
healthy, vibrant, equitable Vancouver. 
 
Speak up! 
The City Council will hold a hearing on Monday, July 20 to decide whether to continue the 
moratorium for a full six months. The City Council meeting begins at 6:30 pm.  
 

1. You can submit testimony in support of the moratorium to cmo@cityofvancouver.us by 
12pm on July 20. See potential testimony ideas below. 

 
2. You can pre-register to testify to the City Council about the moratorium by 12 noon on 

Monday, July 20 at this link - 
https://www.cityofvancouver.us/citycouncil/webform/register-provide-remote-council-mee
ting-testimony. (If you register, the City will email you detailed instructions after 
registration closes on July 20, including the link and credentials for accessing the 
GoToMeeting session.) 

 
Key Reasons to Support The Moratorium 
 

● The moratorium offers the City of Vancouver an opportunity to plan ahead and 
develop a permanent policy that addresses large-scale fossil fuel facilities. The 
moratorium isn’t permanent. It must be renewed every 6 months, and it is meant to 
create time for the City to develop a more permanent approach to addressing the safety, 
public health, and climate-changing pollution issues raised by large-scale fossil fuel 
terminals. It makes sense to pause new applications while this planning occurs. The 
moratorium also creates an opportunity for the City of Vancouver to consider its broader 
plans for climate change and resiliency planning for the city. 
  

● Vancouver could be an attractive target for large-scale, polluting fossil fuel 
developments. Although Vancouver sent a clear message that the City is not open to 
major new oil train terminal facilities by rejecting the Tesoro-Savage project, the city 
remains located near major rail lines and a deep-water port. As a result, Vancouver 
would likely be an attractive target for major new LPG-by-rail, LNG-by-rail, coal-by-rail, or 
other fossil fuel proposals. As the “whereas” statements in the moratorium correctly 
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acknowledge, these types of projects could pose major health, safety, and sustainability 
challenges for Vancouver, similar to the controversial Tesoro-Savage oil train proposal. 
The moratorium properly narrows its scope to only address these very large-scale 
proposals, including those that can handle more than 2 million gallons of fossil fuel (this 
is meant to be below the threshold of a typical unit train, which carries 3 million gallons). 
 

● The moratorium protects the health and safety of Vancouver residents while it is 
in effect. Large-scale fossil fuel facilities impose unique health and safety hazards, 
including air pollution impacts, fire hazards, and water pollution hazards. These are 
addressed in the moratorium’s “whereas” statements, and these concerns provide a 
compelling basis for extending the moratorium for the full 6 months while the City 
Council continues to consider how to address issues raised by large-scale fossil fuel 
facilities. Large-scale fossil fuel facilities can contribute fine particulate matter air 
pollution, diesel exhaust, as well as low-level ozone (smog) to the local airshed. And 
fossil fuel facilities can also introduce toxic air pollutants into local neighborhoods. Lastly, 
large-scale fossil-fuel facilities like LPG or LNG facilities could create major fire hazard 
and safety risks in Vancouver that outstrip the emergency response capabilities of local 
first responders. These are compelling reasons to extend the moratorium, and the City is 
right to assert in the moratorium that “the storage, transfer, processing and handling of 
other fossil fuels within the City pose risks to safety, health, and livability, including 
mobility of people, other freight, and other commercial vehicles which are potentially 
catastrophic in magnitude.” 
 

● The moratorium is consistent with the Port of Vancouver’s development plans. 
The Vancouver community is eager to see the Port and the City Council move in the 
same, sustainable direction. In June 2019, the Port officially resolved that “the port 
chooses not to pursue new bulk fossil fuel terminals on port-owned industrial property.” 
In the wake of the five-year controversy surrounding the Tesoro-Savage oil train 
terminal, the City’s moratorium is an opportunity for the City and the Port to be on the 
same page, again, about a common vision for Vancouver’s future. 
 

● The moratorium is important for addressing environmental justice challenges in 
Vancouver. In passing the moratorium in June, the City Council acknowledged that 
fossil fuel processing or storage facilities are often located in close proximity to low 
income communities or communities of color. The Final Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Tesoro-Savage project highlighted the potential for a large-scale fossil fuel facility 
to impact an environmental justice community, the Fruit Valley Neighborhood, and 
Washington’s Energy Facility Siting Council concluded that the impacts of rail traffic and 
pollution on the Fruit Valley neighborhood would be significant and avoidable. Other 
rail-dependent large-scale fossil fuel facilities would trigger similar environmental justice 
concerns. The moratorium is a step towards a more equitable Vancouver. 
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● The moratorium protects critical water resources and infrastructure in the City of 
Vancouver. Large-scale fossil fuel facilities pose unique risks to clean water, 
transportation, and other public resources within the City of Vancouver. As the 
moratorium acknowledges, Vancouver relies on local water sources for drinking water, 
and large-scale fossil fuel facilities could contribute to pollution to these water sources. 
Further, the moratorium shows that the City’s shorelines and other areas are susceptible 
to soil liquefaction that could exacerbate risks of fossil fuel releases in a large seismic 
event. The City’s moratorium wisely builds on the previous policy restricting petroleum 
terminals within the City. 
 

● The moratorium is necessary to allow Vancouver to hone its approach to the 
climate crisis. In July, the World Meteorological Organization forecasted that the world 
is increasingly likely to cross the threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius warming within the 
next five years, a “screaming warning signal,” according to Anders Levermann, a 
scientist at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research. The moratorium cites a 
recent Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals decision stating, “The problem is approaching ‘the 
point of no return.’” The moratorium also cites extensively to Washington State Executive 
Order No. 14-04, which demonstrates that Washington is already experiencing negative 
impacts from climate change and will face increased costs in future years. And the City’s 
moratorium correctly asserts that fossil fuels have “a demonstrated nexus to climate 
change and environmental pollution.” The moratorium is urgent and timely. 

https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/world-hit-15-degree-warming-threshold-years-71687896

